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Text: Ezra 7:11-28 (ESV)
Romans 8:28 (NLT)

And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God
and are called according to his purpose for them.

1. God opens

Ezra 7:11-14 (ESV)

This is a copy of the letter that King Artaxerxes gave to Ezra the priest, the scribe, a man learned
in matters of the commandments of the LORD and his statutes for Israel: “Artaxerxes, king of
kings, to Ezra the priest, the scribe of the Law of the God of heaven. Peace. And now | make a
decree that anyone of the people of Israel or their priests or Levites in my kingdom, who freely
offers to go to Jerusalem, may go with you. For you are sent by the king and his seven
counselors to make inquiries about Judah and Jerusalem according to the Law of your God,
which is in your hand,

Revelation 3:8a (ESV)
“‘l know your works. Behold, | have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut.

2. God provides

Ezra 7:14-16 (ESV)

For you are sent by the king . . . and also to carry the silver and gold that the king and his
counselors have freely offered to the God of Israel, whose dwelling is in Jerusalem, with all the
silver and gold that you shall find in the whole province of Babylonia, and with the freewill
offerings of the people and the priests, vowed willingly for the house of their God that is in
Jerusalem.

Matthew 7:9-11 (ESV)

Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish,
will give him a serpent? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!




Psalm 37:25 (ESV)
I have been young, and now am old, yet | have not seen the righteous forsaken or his children
begging for bread.

3. Gratitude fuels

Ezra 7:27-28 (ESV)

Blessed be the LorD, the God of our fathers, who put such a thing as this into the heart of the
king, to beautify the house of the LORD that is in Jerusalem, and who extended to me his
steadfast love before the king and his counselors, and before all the king's mighty officers. | took
courage, for the hand of the LorRp my God was on me, and | gathered leading men from Israel to
go up with me.

Matthew 28:19-20 (ESV)

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And
behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Revelation 3:20 (ESV)
Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, | will come
in to him and eat with him, and he with me.




