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Text: 1 Peter 4:12-19 (ESV) 
 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, 
that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted for the 
name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 15 But let 
none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 16 Yet if anyone suffers 
as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 17 For it is time for 
judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome 
for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And “If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will 
become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 19 Therefore let those who suffer according to God's 
will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good. 
 
 
1. Expect hard times for following Christ. (verses 12-13) 

 
1 Peter 1:6–7 (ESV) 
In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by 
various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that 
perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

 
John 15:20 (ESV) 
Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they 
persecuted me, they will also persecute you.  

 
2. Don’t be ashamed to suffer for the right reasons. (verses 14-16) 

 
1 Peter 2:19–23 (ESV) 
For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering 
unjustly. For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when 
you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. For to 
this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so 
that you might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his 
mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 
 

  



Matthew 5:11-12 (ESV) 
“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 
Galatians 6:7 (ESV) 
Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap.  
 
1 Peter 3:17 (ESV) 
For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil.  

 
3. God limits suffering for His children. (verses 17-18) 
 

Psalm 119:71 (ESV) 
It is good for me that I was afflicted, that I might learn your statutes. 
 
Romans 8:1 (ESV) 
There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus.  

 
4. Trust God in the meantime. (verse 19) 
 

Romans 8:28 (ESV) 
And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who 
are called according to his purpose. 
 
Lamentations 3:22-23 (ESV) 
The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they 
are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 
 
Galatians 6:9 (ESV) 
And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give 
up. 
 
1 Peter 5:6–11 (ESV) 
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he 
may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. Be sober-minded; 
be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 
devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 
experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. And after you have suffered a little 
while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself 
restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 


